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£ e are they which have tontineed with me inmyTem rations, 
*and I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my F ather bath 
' appotnted unto me. LUK. 22. 18, 19. 

Confirming the Souls of the Diſciples,” and exhorting them 
.to continue in the Faith, and that we muſt throug much 
Tribulation enter.into the Xs of Goa. Adts 14-22. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Heſe are to give Notice, That I have ſeve- 
ral other Practical Sermons or Diſcourſes 


of mine own, Compoſing (which contain many 


Precious Truths) lying by me in Manuſcript 
Which if they, who have the Plenty or Compe. 
rency of this World, would be ready to dliftri- 
bute, and willing to contribute towards the out- 
wazd \Eabour and Charge of the Printing and 
publiſhing of thein, 5t would be, far the Glony of 
God, and for the Edificition and Benefit vf his 


Church and peopte;, and conſequently it would | 


be a good Workin fuch perſons who ſhall be help- 
ful and ahy ways affiftant herein;for-which ſame 
they would be Rewarded.by God in the Life 
that is to come, fs 

Charge thew that are rich in this world, that 
they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to diftribute,. willing. to:communicete, laying up:in 
ftore for themſelves. a. good foundation againſt the 
time to come, that they may lay hold on Eternal 
T ife. i Tim. 6.17, 18,19. This is-a. faithful ſaying, 
and theſc things I will that thou affirm conſtautly, 
that they which have believed in God, might be 
careful to maintain Good Works 5 theſe things are 
good and profitable unto men. Titus 3. 8. 
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going, ſhadOcca 804 {6 MER | fon "7 J IA 'w heal g 
| and Medad did Propheſte inwehe camp, Joſhua = 
the Son of Nun, theſervant of Moſes. ohe of 
| . : infRod WEI ie in ts OF 
his young Men #nfivered'and faid, my Lotd, Mo- 

ut NIST eG” an , | 
ſes forbid them, T dzd there: 


| | ps PS. m4 emark 2 theſe 
| very words,. Thoſe, whowow, a days. get theif living 
| by the Trade of Preaghi 


ehifg, do birth and talk ajter 
| the like manner, it us Pity ſuch an one ſhould he 
| ſuffered, the Tuſftites of the Peace, and civil Magi- 
ftrates ſhould forbid him,, (which Temper and Diſ- 
| Poſition is contrary #nto that of Moſes aud of ©:ul, 


» 
= 


_— £ 


| i= Numbers 11. 28,29. Phil. 1. 15, 16, 17,18. 
19.) end it ſeems to have been literally fulfilled 


in the ſame following week : for as I have good Rea- 
ſons to believe and underſiand, 1qat he was put in 
mind and Inſtigated ſo. ts do, by ſome of the out- 
ward and wordly T riefthoed: (for there is alſo 2 
Wworaly SaniFuary, Acbig. 1. and a wordly kind 
of Religion at this day; Behold there came 4 
ſudden and Unexpetted order from the chief Mart 
of the Pariſh to the owner of the Houſe wherein 1 
A 2 Preached, 


" 
The Preface. m_ 
Preached, forvidding my Preaching or F repheſy. 
ing any more in that place, Put when I told:my hear. 
ers thereof, I ſaid and promiſed th:t f:r my part, 
I would feir no more. nor be diſmayed nor be 
lacking. Fer. 23:4. But if be had conlinxed 3» 
forbidding, ( whicb-Blefſed be God for chr-givg 
his heart he did rot, } 1 would have came to the 
Fiouſe nevertheleſs at the time appointed, and there 
have appeared in Ferſon for a ſign and witneſs, F'x- 
pecting whather only twa- or three-wonld have came 
to enquire” whither | the Word, of the Lord was 
Preacbed there or not; And" if any one beſides 


would have lent a Roowelſewhere, or if any People 


4.6. ard did there talk the things pertaining to the 
Kingdom of God with the woman of Samaria. And 
as it ſhall be ſaid in the day of Judgment, that He 
taught in our ſtreets. Luk. 14.26. which was either 


when the People would wot admit him or Mi iſt rs in» 


to their Honſes,(ſorC hrif® teaches by his PSinijters at 
this day) or perhaps they did chooſe to Teach in the 
ſtreets, ON Purpoſe for | che more Publich manner, 
and Notification thereof, that it might (urn tothem 
for a Telttmony. Lk, 21. 13. end for the ſake 
of commonly a Greater conzourſe of People, Or as 
Paul went tothe Sea ſhore, where Prater uſed tobe 
made, and ſeveral reſorted wwto him, ard there he 
fat Hown and ſpoke unto the People. ren ſo I bad 
thought, purpoſed and reſolved within my ſelf, in 


ſome plate or other, or ſome way or other, even in | 


the mot orderly manncy as the uccejſiiy of ſuch a 


wonld have $to0d by. as. Teſws fat os the Well. Joh. | 


IT 
* 


caſe 
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; 


P The Preface. 

| caſe would have, permi/t:d,to read out of my writ- 
ten Roll. Jer, 35. 6. ( from whence mole © that 

Reading of Sermons is both Lawfull .and acceptable 

withSod,Jand alſo to bane ſpoken without book, ſuch 


| 
| 


Mouth, and furniſhed me withall. : 
And though what doth exceed common Appre- 
benfio11, or what is ſomewhat nnuſual, is Eflcermed 
by ihe mixt IMultitude an1 Generality of People 
for Madneſs or Craſineſs, { which would have cox - 
fraved the Keproach thas hath been ſo common in 
the Mouths of many People;and perhaps ſome of mine 
Adverjaries would have beem glad of my ſhewing ſuch 
|. an occaſion thereof, ) yet this is to think, and 11k 
ifter the manner of Men ; for notwithftanding that 


— —— 
_ 


caſe, T ought to have done it nevertheleſs, and 16 
have left the Iſſue and Event to God, who wonld 
bave rehearſed up the ſame, and have rolled offthat 
Kebuke from his Servant and Miniſter, in the 4a 
when he writeth up thepeople-It is a certain vile,ant 

always to be obſerved, that when we are inthe way 
of 'Duty, we ought in no wiſe to leave that undone 
Ort of tear of the Reproach of Men,and in 5cing 


* afraid of their revilings 4.51.7. or for their ſeuc-. 


rel, kind of ſayings, let them be what they will. 

But the Proof and Tryal of this did not come ſo 
far,for &s Jacob ſaid to Laban,God hath ſeen mine 
Affliction, and the labour of mine hands, and 
Rebukel thee yelter night. Ger. 31. 42. ſo alths' 


C 


wards gs the Lord and his Spirithad put inta-my - 


Reproach, yet what is1exaGly according to the me.. 
thod of God, and the Scriptures of Truth in ſuch 4 
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The Preface 
| he"did fend ſuch at order,'perhaps in « fit of Paſſion 

{ the wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſ. 
;-13 of God - ) yer probably upon ſecond thought; 
aud conſideration of the exceeding Per;l and T a«- 
ger of hindering the word of the Lord, it being ny 


[:j; then ſbuttng out of Heaven, ina much asGod will -| 


wot ſufſer them to Reign with him in Glory, wh 
would not have him reign over thera here on Earth, 
by Bis word, and thoſe whom He ordains and ap- 
points for the Preaching and Miniitration thereof. 

for inaced unleſs I was ſent and ordained by God, 
' 4 could mo more Preach nor yet make and compoſe 
Sermons, then 1 caw now ſpeak any the moſt ftrange 
language which 1 underSFand not. But this is acall 
and evidence of Gods putting into theMiniſtry,be- 
cauſe he hath enabled me. 1772, 1. 12. for it. Here 
| ts ax anſmerto that vain objeFion and bare contra- 
 didtion of many People. Or perhaps God did ſer 
amine Aﬀiifion herein alſo, ( for { was very much 
AfﬀiiGed at the hearing of ſuch an order, and it was 
to me as if I had been cut or firuck at the heart, ) 
and the labour of mine hands among ye, and he was 
willing to continue it 4 little longer, aud therefore 
God rebuked him by filent and inward thoughts to 


bis Soul, for ſoit was that he did not continue to ut- 


ie-/y forbid and hinder, but he ſeem'd tointimatc | 


that imight again proceed on in myMinifiry as 1 do 
this day. go 


As this was the true occaſion of my fir} compo: ' 


, 


Publiſhing thercof, let this reaſon be aſſigned, vit. 
the 


fing this following Sermon, or diſcourſe : ſo of the 


TY 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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; doings of Men,who have made 


The Preface; 
The Lord God hath given me Tongue of the , 
Learned, that I ſhould know how to ſpeak a word * 
in ſeaſon. Iſa. 50. 4s So the enſuing Treatiſe is 4 , 
Word in Seaſon, that is, proper and ſuitable nnto | 
the preſent Generation. For as heretofore, Chrift Cru. - 
cified, was to the Jews a tumbling block, and to | 


the Greeks fooliſhneſs : ſo even now we live in an | 


Age an4 Country, wherein the Do@rin ofthe Croſs, | 
and the Du ty ofChriflian ſuffering hath beew ex- | 
ploded. and eſteemed folly and therewpon to little | 
Pradiſed even by ſuch as hold faft the name ofChrift 
but they have denied his Faith. Which hath ſo come , 
to paſs, becauſe of, the Tranſ) # wy and contrary | 
7 their choice,rather 1o || 

Jim, then toSuffer;but notwithflanding that, yet ftill | 
it is expeFed from ſuch who are indeed the Minifters 
of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God, He | 
that hath my Word, let him ſpeak my Word Fiathe | 
fully, Jer. 23. 28. Moreover it is required in | 
Stewards, that a Man be found faithful. 1 Cor. |! 
4. 2,) eſpecially im ſuch a Time, when People are ſo | 
very much corrupt and gone aſide from the ſam? , | 
( for this would be to ſhew unio them, the paths | 
of Life:O,that they would walk therein, )uevertheleſs + 
to Teach and affirm conflantly the Truth as it is in *, 
eſus, E- 
If Peradventure, God would give unte ſuch | 
Repent ance to the Ackowledzing ofthe Truth 3 and | 
that they recover themſelwes ont of the ſnare of ;be + | 
D:evil,who are taken captive by him at his will. | 


The 


| 


————_—__ _—_ 


© 
ISSPPPHIPPOISIÞÞ 
Matth. 13. 20,21. 


| 

But he that receiveth the ſeed into ſtony places, 
the ſame is he that heareth the Word, and: anon with 
joy receiveth it ; yet he hath not root in himſelf, 
but dureth for awhile, for when Tribulation or' Per- 
ſecution ariſeth becauſe of the Word, by and by he is 
iffexded. Or as 1t is in another Evangeliſt, 

Afterwards when Afﬀiiction or Perſecution ariſeth 
for the Words ſake, immediately they are offended. 


| Mark 4.17. 
| Pn there are but few now a days of that 


mind, who care to go to Heaven that way, 


God, for which ye alſo ſuffer. 2 Theſ. 1.5. (By the way, 
It is one thing to be worldly Wiſe, but another to he wiſe 
vnto Salvation.) But the Opinion of the worldly Wiſe, 
ind outward Worſhippers, yea, ard of moſt who arc 
called Chriſtians at this day, is, Thar if they only ſhall 
be counted warthy of. the Kingdom of God who ſuftcr 
 forit; or if they ft enter therein through much 1ribula- 
ton. ACts 14, 22. God may keep his Kingdomto hin:ſclf 
| to them ; for they do not care to go to Heaven that 
| Way : But it is truly ſaid of ſuch in the Book of Job, 
Which is fulfilled at this day, and in this Country cf 
ours, Take heed, regard not Iniquity, for this thou haſt 
choſen rather than £ffiittion, Job 36. 20. Wherthey ce, 
orpercelye, or do biit apprehend, yea, in moſt caſes, 
falfly furmiſe, that the Croſs of Perſecution is coming 
upon them ; as when they took hold of the young Man 
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by his Cloaths, he left his Cloaths, and fled away nak- pl 
ed. Even ſo now too many will deny Chrift ( as the |;j, 
denying of any-part of the Word and Commandment | 
of God, is denying of Chriſt, inaſmuch as Chriſt isthe -v 
Word of God). to ayoid Shame, the Croſs, and Perſe- 
cution. Now if any deny Chriſt before Men, or r:- | 
fuſes to to own and confeſs any part of God's Ward, . 6 
ſuch an one denies Chriſt ; and him. will Chriſt @:ny jc 
before his Father which is in Heaven. * ' Truly and in fad thc 
earneſt, ſuch people.will never be counted worthy of ' ,c 
the Kingdom ofGod,tur which they do not care,nor will 
they ſuffer. If any are of this mind, who ſhall Hear | jng 
or Read theſe Lincs, I am to declare and make known | gai 
to. ſuch, Thar there 1s ſomewhat wanting in them, | Inc 
which is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. I mean, a |j, 
willingneſs to take up and ſubmit unto the Croſs when ,| 
wearein the way of Duty, and of ſerving God, as the | tj 
Hearing of his Word certainly is- Saith Chriſt, He | p, 
that taketh not up his Crofs, and followeth aftar me, $s nt | ye 
worthy of me. Mar. 10. 38. If any man will come after me, 1ag 
let him deny himſelf, and take up h1s Croſs daily and follow 
me. Luk. 9.23. So that it 1s not ſufficient to be a par- 
taker of the AMiCttions of the Goſpel once in onr Lifk- | | ,, 
time ( O my Soul, confider this throughly, and a (c- | bay 
cordingly.) But the Croſs is to be taken up daily, atall| jx 
Times, and throughout. our Life, if we would indeed | jy 
follow Jeſus in the Regeneration , and if we' would| j1 
have our Souls when we die be where he is, even in He-| «, | 
ven above. Father, Twill that #hey alſo whom thou hf | Chi 
ivern me be with me where 1 am, John x7. And thewwse| par 
ſhould follow him now, That as Feſus was, ſo we may'i| py 
52 this World. 1 Joh- 4. 17. ; ------1}-00lk 
The fearful and all lyars ſhall have their part mn the Laks| hy 
which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone.Rev.2 1.8. The fear-| ,,;, 
ful and all lyars. That is, ſuch as are afraid to ſpeal\ g,,, 


£42, and bear Witneſs unto the Truth, for _ ab 1 for 
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ll ' fore we die, Is to endeavour that there be nothing want- 


t-43 


leaſing Men, cr of Temporal Inconveniences and Pu- | 
niſhment. And Lyars, theſe here meant are ſuch as diſ- 
emble, prevaricate, and pervere the Thing that 1s right. 
Who ſpeak contrary unto, or different from their own 
Conſciences, and the Sentiments of - their own Mind at 
thevery Lime to pleaſe rich People, and td ſay as they 
ay. Which is a ſinful and wrong thing, alrhough it be 
never ſo much practiſed abroad in the World, even'by 
the Religions alſo, to the ſhame and ſcandal of pure 
znd undefiled Religion. To ſet our Souls in order be- 


ar \ing in them. But in the Souls of ſuch here ſpokert a- 


(N | 


n, | 


rainſt, there 1s wanting the Spirit: of Boldneſs, Truſt, 
and rhe Spirit of Knowledge, and of the fear of the 
Lord. | 

1. They want that Boldneſs, which we read ſeveral 
times in the Acts of the Apoſtles, was in them the firſt 


| Preachers of the Goſpel, and of thoſe who did Aſſem- 


ble to Hear them. Notwithſtanding the Heathen did 
age, and the Rulers of the Earth did ſet themſelves a- 
zainſt the Lord, and againſt his Anointed Be ye there- 
fore very couragions to kgep and to do all that is written in the 
Law of Moſes, that ye turn not aſide there from to the Right 
hand, or to the Left. Joſh. 23, 6. So at. this very day, and 
in this Countrey of ours, which is called Chriſtian, 
but too many Anti-chriſtian Prafttices do abound there- 
n, | fay and teſtify, that people muſt be very comrageorus 
to keep and to do all that is written in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, that they turn not aſide therefrom to the right- 


| Dand, nor yet to the left: that is, not to one wrong 


Extream, nor yet to the other. 1f they wills indeed 


| fulfil his laſt Commandment which he is recorded to 


tave given in Commiſſion unto his Diſciples, To preash 
unto all*Nations, teaching them to obſerve all things whatſo- 
ever I have commanded you. Mat. 28. 20. Eut if people are 
for the keeping ſome of the Commandments ofGod _ 
In 


(4) 
of Chriſt, anJ not of others, as this is the manner any 
ulage every where; and this is the very Reaſon, hy 
their conſenting with the Deed of them (WHICH is to par. 
take of the ſame Sin and Guilt, P/al. 50. 1S. Lk 23. 57, 
1 7m. 5.22.) and by their ovcr-paſſing the Dees of the 
Weiked, Jer. 5. 28. Thar the Churches have R2!t, and 
Liberty of outward Worſhip. This is one thing want- 


Ingin them, But at the laſt Day of Judgment, God wiil | ; 


not accept of meerly Ads of outward Worikip, nor 
yet a partial Obſervation of his Law ; for tals will not 
be a Religion to the ſaving of the Soul. Burt as long as 
People are In this ignorant corrupt Wo: 1d, th-y are 
for keeping Tome of the Commandments of God, and 
negleCting others, the Devil holding ail peopI2 by one 
catch or another. And to do this, there 13 not {fo much 
nced of Courage, as of Cuaning ; That is, to know and 
diſcern, which of the Commandinents of God are hit 
for them to obſerve, and which to neglzct, in order to 
pleaſeMen,get Gain,or ferve a worldly Inicre!t ro them- 
Klves. However ſuch are calied or count:d Wiſe 1n 
their Generation, yet in the end of Time, and at the 
Diſtribution and Reſtitution of a!) things, tacy will be 
bath pronounced, and alſo found Fools. And to con- 
trariwile it is, as heretofore Chriſt crucified was tothe 
Greeks Fooliſhneſs ; ſo even at this day, that Appen- 
dix to it, the thing of Loſs and Inconventencels reckon- 
ed Folly by thoſe who hold faſt the Name of Chrill. 
For they ſay of ſuch an one who hath ſubjected himſelf 
to Loſs, Trouble and Suffering, by, following the Gul- 
dance of God's written Word, and the Ditates of his 
own Conſcience, this or that Man is a Fool in his Rell- 
ligion, But themſelves do rather hereby ſhew, that 
notwithſtanding they do hold faſt the Name of Chrilk, 
yet they have denied the Faith; for if they had but 
Faith , they would never think or talk after tat 


manner, That when God promiſes, For your ſhane Pr 
. | Wt 
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| 


| 
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C52 
all have double (that is, donble Honour) and for confa- 
fon, they ſball rejoyce in their Portion: therefore in their 


| Land they ſhall have their Double, everlaſting joy ſhall be up- 


on t/1c271, 112. 61.7. This is to Recompence and make 
amends fer whatever Lt oſs, Grief, or Sorrow they here- 
tofore ſuſtained in ſerving of God. 

Ani! Felus anſwered and ſaid, verily I ſay unto yru, There 
is no 1232 that hath lefr Houſe, Brethren, or Siſters, or Fa- 
ther, or *£other, or Wife, or Children, or Lands for my ſake, 
cr the Goſpel.» ( Now What is for the ſake "of 
the Word of God, is beth for Chriſt's ſake, and alfo for 
the Goſf.cl.) But he ſball receive an hundred fold now in 
this time, (that is, the ſame or like ſhall be made up unto 
him in this World : Behold herein. the Goodneſs of 
God, but there 1s need of Truſt and Faith on him for 
It, or otiierwiſe it will not be had) Horſes, and Brethren, 
and $1jiers, and Mothers, and C hnlaren, ard Lands (God 
will at prefent ſupply all this by his other Creatures. : 'I 
have by Experienee found it ſo, when my Father did 
forſake me, the Lord did take me vp and provide for 
me by the Miniſtration of his other Servants: Bleſſed 
be his-Name for it, fo that 1 am become an experiment- 
al Witneſs, which is the beſt and moſt ſatisfactory kind 
of any) with Perſecutionsz (theſe allo have continued, 
but they were alſo much ſweetned)) ard in the World to 
come Ercrnal Life, Mat. 19. 29, 30. As when Samuel a- 
nointed Saul, he-confirmed the ſame by foretelling. of 
three Signs. nd let it be ( ſaith he) When theſe Signs 
are cone trio thee, that thou do as occafion' ſhall ſerve thee, 
for God 15 with thee. 1 Sam, 10, 7, Which Signs exactly 
locame to paſs, and were ſr]filled according as he hat 
foretold;” as may be ſcen throughout that Chapter. Even 
ſo it is a certain Rule, to be ſnrely belicved, and con- 
ſtantly cepenued upon, That where God promiies todo 
ſome things in this Liſe, and ſome things. in the Life to 
come, as this precious Promiſe of Afark 10. 29, 30. is 

made 


(SJ 


made up of both, then if God performs and doth ac. 


cording to the things promiſed in this Life, this is an . 


Earneſt and Pledge in hand, that his other words will he 
alſo fulfilled in their ſeaſon. Luk. 1, 20. And God having 
already done this for me (Bleſſed, and ever bleſſed he 
his Divine Goodneſs for the ſame.) This is a comforta- 
In the world to come Eternal Life, As alſo it doth 
confirm me abundantly, and fatisfy me clearly, that 
notwithſtanding I co bear in my Boſom the Reproaches 
of the Mighty People, that I have been and am indeed 
a doing theWork of theLord all along. By this I know that 
thou favoureſt me, becauſe mine Enemy doth not triumph over 
me. Pſal. 41. 11. By this I know that thou, O God, 
haſt had a work for me todo in the Great and Populons 


City of this Nation, becauſe that I have lived there 


upon thy Providence, and Providing, and the Miniſtra- 
tion of thy Servants, when I] had rot in my Purſe and 
Scrip, as from my Kindred according to the Fleſh, what 
would maintain or provide for me three Weeks, or three 
Days. It is agreeable to the method and doings of God, 
to ſend out his Extraordinary Meſlengers and Diſciples 
with a Provide neither Gold, ner Silver, nor Braſs 1n your 
Purſes. Mat. to 9. And when I went our, .] had not 
ſufficient both for my Journey and Stay thete, tho' I 
can withal niake the ſame Return. that when God and 
Chriſt ſent me out thus, Lackeſt thou any thing ? Iru- 
ly nothing abſolutely neceſſary, for I have fed to the 


Full, and to the fatistying of my Soul, and yet much | 


more to the Pcace of my Copſcicnce, that when I have 
been at my Father's Table. 1 do on purpoſe here re- 
late and make knovin what the | ord hath done for my 
Soul. And he hath put a new Seng inmy mouth, even praiſes 
unto our Lord; Mary ſhall ſee ir, and fear and ruſt inthe 
Lord, Pſal. 40.23. Thar they who ſhall hear or read 
this, may learn and remember from ſuch a poor and 


ble and afinted evidence unto me, that he wiil give me 
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nean Example as now writeth «this, whom God .zath 
arried through and preſerved all along, «He brought me 
dſo out of an horrible Pit ( where in a Litteral ſenſe Men 
41d ride and trample over mine Head) and out of the mi- 
ry Clay (although the deliverance 1s not yet through 
and perfect ) for 1 hope that he will ſer my feet 


| up011 Rock, and eſtabliſh my Goings. But this I dothe 


more willingly rehearſe, to encourage others to have 
Faith in God, and to truſt in God, as they are ſerving 
him faithfully and truly in that Work he hath ſent them 
here on Earth for to do. | b 

The Sixth Chapter of Daziel throughout is, mighty 
full, pertinent, and expreſs to this purpoſe, where 
the Devil had a mind to raiſe Perſecution againſt Darrel. 
Which the Great God oyer all ſuffered, .to prove his 
Servant. And thereupon Satan frames a: Device to af- 
frighten Daniel from praying unto God, by:threatning 
him with the Lions Den. But when Daniel. knew "that the 
Writing was ſigned, he went into his Houſe, and his windaw 


being open in his Chamber eonards Jeruſalem. (One would 


| think he might have ſhut it then, and Prayed ſoftly to 


himſelf, and: lock'd his Chamber door, that none ſtould 


* ſee or hear him to give theleaſt Information. -But Bold- 
, neſs, and [Iruſt, and the Fear of God made him. to do 
- thus. For 1t is here Recorded, He kyneeled down upon his 


Knees three times a-day, and Prayed, and gave thanks before 
his God, as be did aforetime. Ver. 10. Well, what is the 


| Conſequent hereof ? He is put in the Lions Den, yea, 
_ and taken out of it again alive, fafe and faund : The 


1ext-going going on to add in an obſervable manner, 


. So Danicl was taken out of the Lions Den, and no manner 


of hurt was found upon him, becauſe'i.e believed on his God. 
Ver. 23. Mark, and remember the reaſon hereof, for ic 
1s worthy to be written in Letters of Gold, BECAUSE 
HE BELIEVED ON HIS GOD. | 


. 


The 
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The Promiſes of preſent Comfort, Stay and Su Pport, 
and alfo of the future Recompence are fo full and many 
throughout the whole Book of God, which are annexeq 
to thz ſuſtaining any Loſs or Suffering for his ſake, his 
Word, and Worſhip, that we- may be perſwaded of 
Laem, and embrace taem, yea and act accordingly ( if 
all along we do according to thz revealed Will of God, 


and we /ee ro it that our matters are good and right. 4, Sam, 


x5. 3.) ſo that if we fa!l into thein, and thus come in 


tor %harers and Partakers both of the prefent andfuture 
Benefits, which God that cannot lye, hath promiſed to | 


them that Suffer, or are Perſecuted for his ſake, his 
Name or Word, In all this and the like, the Spirit of 


God and of Glory reſteth on us, and let us not be aſhamed, | 


but I:t :s glorifie God on this b:half. 1 Pet. 4. 16: 


Sirs ! Miſtake not, nor yet decelve your ſelves. The | 


way to Heaven is the very ſane as It was in the Days of 
Old, or antient Times. Vo Croſs, no Crown, no reigning 
with God hereafter, unleſs we Suffer for him here. 
The Scripture is expreſs to this Purpoſe. But if ye be 
without Chaſtiſement, wacreof all are Partakers, then are ye 
Baſtards and not Sons, Heb. 12.8. Tea, and all that will 
live godly in Chriſt Feſus fhall ſuffer Perſecution . 2 Tim. 3. 
i2. Whoſozver even 1n theſe days will ſtrictly and uni- 


verfally obſerve all his Laws and Direftions ; who is ful- 
ly reſolved to kezp a good Conſcience in all things; Who | 


will reprove Sin in his Brethren and Neighbours, ac- 
cording to what is commanded 1n Levit, 19.17. and 
do thts indefinirzly, wichout Reſpect of Perſons, not 


thinking that rich People fin more excuſeably. than o- | 
thers, nor yet are thzy allowed ro tranſgreſs, but they | 
ou2hr to obey th: Word of God all one as the Poor: | 
yea and reprove them ſharply. Not mincirg or ſoftning | 


the Matter, as the Reproof of old Eli was to his Sons; 
for which theHolyGholt ſaith, He reſtrained them not BUT 


whoſoever is zealous for hisGo4,and will approve bim to. | 


hium- 
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himſelf only, and' not as unto Men, ſuch even in our 
hypocritical Times ſhall endure Perſecution or Re- 
proach, and other worldly Loſſes and Inconventences: 
But as for thoſe that ſeem to he Religious, and make a 
fair ſhew in the Fleſh, who may obterve ſome of the 
Laws and Directions of Cariſt, but not all of them ; 
and who are for keeping a good Conſcience in ſoine 
things, but not 1n all things; who are for pleafing and 
flattering rich People, and walk according to the courſe 


| of this World, andin the way of the Multitude, and 


they are of that Phariſaical Temper, as to juſtify them- 
ſelves before men. Luk, 16. 15. and they make it. their 
Chiefeſt care to ſeem outwardly Religious and Righte- 


' ous; ſuch indeedand the like may (as the falſe Prophets 


were of old, to whom a wo was pronounced for this 


| Reaſon) Be well ſpoken of by all men, or at lealt by the - 


Generality of the world ; although rhey will not he 
well thought of by the Saints of the moſt High; for: 
theſe know and difcern their Hypoctilie and partial 
Goodneſs. | 

The reaſon why the ſeveral Churches, and the People 
of different Perſwaſions at this day have external Reſt 
and free Liberty of outward worſhip, is becanſe they 
conſent and partake with other Mer's Sins; and hecavſe 
they do not ſtand up and are-zealons for all the Com- 


| mandments of God. But if they once did thus, or if 


they did but once begin to Reprove Spiritual wicked- 
neſs, Sin, Iniquity, Tranſgrefion and Hypocrific in Hig in 
Places, the Devil wou'd quickly go out again 0 makg 
war with them which keep the Commanc'ments of God. Rev, 
12. 17, And he would raiſe Strife, Oppoiition and Pcr- 


| ſecution againſt them. For the nature of that Infernal 
| Spirit isnot changed, nor doth ceaſe at this day z ror. 


yet hath God ty'd him up, as appeers by thoſe mupifold 
1Tranſgrefſions and -m1ghty Sins, which are now Jon? 


4 
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If 1 reportud of Ambroje, who was a Saint and Ser- 
Yan of Gul 11 hi Generation, that, in his journeying, 
bo Calne Uo it Inn, where calling tor the Inn-keeper, 

Arid begining [0 tifconrſe with Jam (by the way, the 
Talk ot people was then more Divine, 1erious and edi. 
tying than It is wow a days) when the Inn- Keeper told 
him bc had never any Attliction in his Life, Ambroſe 
thereapon immediately remoy*d his Quarters from that 
Foule, concluding within himſelf, that ſuch anone 
Was 00 good Man, nor yet had the favour of God. He 
jidged oth: 1Wike than the world jidgeth now ; tor they 
would look upon this to bc an eſpecial mark of the fa- 
your of God. 33ut truly herein the people of the world 
docrr, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the manner of 
God's dealiag towards the Children, of Men ; For in- 
deed if we look into the glaſs of the Word, we ſhall 
Uiicre ſce and fin l, Lat preſent Impunity and Proſperity 
utc rather tigns that fach, who have them, arc Ealtards, 
{tan thic Chikiren of God ; ; That they are men of the 
warid who nave tht: p0rT10 in this Life, Plal. £7- I4. 
11 ee Pati pays by the Spirit, that his Soul 
may be Cuvortd, and not be with them. Which is 
ailo tne 7 of thoſe who have Faith, and true Un- 
derftanding, in the Things: nd Difpenſations of God. 


Fontcr is adiicted Jnnocency than Protperous Iniquity 3 
emma ttt th. A j 0;1 (COHS 11:1); b 111, 45 better than the rich- 
); an-ory wicked, Pal. 37- W- As for my part, when I 


cor har of any who have the Name or CharaQter of 
ery religious and honeſt People; and yet they never 
did, nor do lic under Perſecution or Reproach ; it they 
be rot afflicted one way or another, nor yet ipoken. a- 
amtt by tone or other, verlly | do i ſnappoſe and con- 

clnde ſock to by \ther Hype: Ke, or 1ather rarttal 
Crit ins; ſack as \,cep ſom? of the Commandm.ntsof 
Grd, and neg] oftliers. Thereaſon whereot 15 th 19, 
baceulc | know toc how to rccgncule the 3, ate of ſuch 
People 
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People unto the Scripinres of Troth, For if any ve with 
out Perfecurion 01 Rep TOach, Aiiiction or Chaftcmnt 
(Cwhereot all the Servants of God 13 al] Generations and 
Countries have Þbcen Partakyrs.) Eltner the Sciptares 
zre not true which ſpeak univerſally of ſen Ne Kr Th 
AfMiction. or Hatred: to a; Geod's pen 70 Win 
would be horrid taſphemy to atirm; tor ra ml 
Earth ſhall paſs away, ratner rhan one tittle or jora 
thereof ſhall tail, until all be fulfilled) or rather, which 
is the very Truth, ſuch people who thns eſcape ſeoclree 
from any trouble or Vexation from the World, are 
none of the People, Saints, anu Servants of God ; al- 
though they outwardly ſeem or pretend aever ſo much 
to be ſo. After that our Saviour Je{us Chriſt (who had 
the Char ater from God, that. he was his beloved Son) 
had with excellent Arguing, ſhewed the unreatonable= 
neſs thereof, that the wv 'orld ſhould nate Him or his 
Diſciples in fobz 15. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,223 24+ He 
ſums up, and concludes that whnie Diſ.ourts with this 
obſervable Truth, Bur this comet') 19 Paſs tit the Bord 
might be fulfilled, which is wiiten tn their Law, thy bated 
me without cauſe. Ver. 25. And io itcomme: to pals even 
now (for the Scriptures hold alike irue as to all Porions, 
Times, and Places) That there 1s 0 DOM zo Heaven; 
or entring into the Kingdom ot God without ſoma 
tribulation or other: Yea, It muit b2 of thar kind of tri- 
bulation alſo which ariſes from mar ters of iuty, and 
from true Serving of and onedience to God, For if it 
were not, or ſhould not »e 15, the Scriptnres would i 

be fnlfiiled and found true. Good Gol t 1 WIE a ſtrange 
kind of ignorant and corrupc World do we tive in? 
Many of my Countrey Men aiidl Ni ghbours ( (CT was 4 Te 
proach among all mine En: mic 6147 2t'y ari09 my 


A eiobbours, and a Fear to m Ly LIE AH aice. Pi EN 9 
I 1.) have bcen, and are oftend.d Qt wk v0 wWYEECLR 
$15, meerly becauſe he hath gote throw gon s 
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able dzal of Trouble, as if he was therefore an Hypo: 
crite, a Deceiver, or deceived in his Religion. Which 
was the very ſame Snrmiie and Reproach, that thoſe his 
two called Friends had of, and faſtened on Job. As to 
which, God himſelf witneſleth on his behalf ; T hey have 
not ſpoken of me the thing that 15 right, as my ſervant fob 
hath. Job 42. 5 And {o it 1s as to the aforementioned 
Imagination and Saying, That ſuch an one is an Hypo- 
crite, or Deceived, or tilly and fooliſh, as to the Ma- 
nagcment of his Religion, becauſe his Religion hath 
vccaiioned Sufferirg and Trouble unto him. Whereas in 
deed and in truth this Reproach turns upon themfelves, 
Fer if judgment be made hereof by the ſure Word of 
God, This argues, yea and demonltrates themſelves to 
bz Hypoc11tes or deceived ; as certainly all thoſe are 
who cbey but a part thereof, and not the whole Law of 
God Yea ard fools, in that they loſe the future Re. 
com pence , promiſed unto Suffering for Well-doing, 
W ho ſo order their Religion, that ir coſts them nothing 
of Expence, Trouble, or Inconveniency. Whoſe Religion 
firs ſo I>ſe apon them, tart they faſhion, and turn, and 
Ea geir according to every wind of Temptation and 
Ti:-1; thar thcy may have it always 1n their back, and 
to blow with them. Who love to ſwim with the ſtream, 


althongh it terds to the bottomleſs Pit Who are for 


walking all along, or for the moſt part according to 
*he courſe of this World, and to do as moſt do, altho 
a3 ſire as Scripture = true, this is the ready way to be 
condemned with the World. True indeed, that many 


times it is moſt for the preſent ſafety and caſe of rhe! 
Fleſh, To walk in the way of the Multitude, and ac- 
cording to the courſe of this World, bur only tt.is 15} 


no the right way to PF-aven, Of which they will not 
ke connted worthy by God, or by Chriſt now, nor wall 
they he admitied by them hereafter who are afraid, or 
certainly thoſe will not who refuſe to Suffer for his 
Name, and for the Teſtimony of his Word, or for the 
Hearing or Receiving thereot. 2aly, 10 
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2aly, In that kind of People, who when Tribulation _ 
or Perſecution ariſeth for the Word, either before, or - 
immediately afterwards they are offended, there is ano- 
ther wanting in them (and fo their Souls are not {er in 
order as yct, before the t:m2 draws nigh, that they muſt 
die, and go out of theſe Bodies.) That is, they want 


| the Truſt ou God, Now this Word, Trft, is a relative 


Term, and preſuppoſes ſome Danger or Difhculty. For 
as the Apoſtle proves, that the Objz& of Hopes is unſeen 
things, by this kind of Arguing; F or what a man ſees, 
what doth he hope for ? Intimating thereby, as if ſeeing 


was a kind of Knowledge and Certainty of ſuch things; 
which is ſomewhat mote,and another diſt in& thing from 
Hope. So here in like manner it may be R-aſoned, if 
there was no Danger or Difficulty in tuch a thing, How 
could we truſt on God concerning ir ? For the truſt on 
God is not altogether ſo much ro be exerciſed when we 
are walking ina Room, or when we are at Fale in our 
Houſe, at a full Table, or in the midit of Health, Plen- 
ty and Proſperity z or when we are in a whole Skin, 
and have the World at will. I wift that moſt, yea all 
People can truſt on God then. But herein is the true 
Exceilency and Benefit (for only thus the pr:ſent and fy- 
ture Good thereof are to bz had) of truſting on God, 
When the fig-tree ſhall not blofſom, ntither ſhall jruit be in 
the Vine, the labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the * 1elds 
ſhall yeild no Meat, the Flock ſhall be cut off from the Fold, 


and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls, yet I wil! rejoyce in 
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my Salvation. Hab. 3+ 


\ 17,18. And ſothis1s the Praiſe and Reward of trnſt ing 


onGod(forir goes beyond that kind of Irulting on God 


| which the people of the world have) when we can truit 


on God in deep Poverty, Sickneſ{;, or Impriſonment, 
under Loſſes, and the Oppoſitiou and Hatred of the 
World againſt usfor our Duty, and for our Faithfulneſs 
unto and ſe rving of God, then if we can fay, yea, 2nd 
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NC nhto 1Lin our Hearts, It 15 a good God whom we 
forvo. nn we find ard perceive from within onr 
a 3A tho' nuitward Evils ſweetned unto us b 
Le Finly Gant the ran nftorter, And when all this is 
come itpon us, c have not, nor yet will we deal 
ſalty i ih thy Covenant, nor put forth our hands unto Inj- 
GUILY, Oi commit Sin, vor yet omit Duty, it we might 
be redretied and rehe vid from out of allot it. T ruly, 
there is Fairh and Truft in this. Faith, that God hath 
provided bciter things ior uit we hold ON 1N Vur In0N0-\ 
nd won red "and tra ft, that altHOngn tneſc out- 
y their [Dr Mt 7 and ſitcins, r ASAYy 11991 18, do 
ich conſume and 6-4 de, 1s (faith the P, ſalnift, 1 | 
Am 2222, of CO itpod,, Hut : Dave nt jo gorr en thy fs av) and 
4 K& 0s £0 pirlit, YCTL.WC Mays and hope, that God will 
inake a way for our eſcape (wit hont our tintal complian=- 
CCS, Or contentling wW ith the deed of them) and work 
QUT QI} ar 2-40 tor us by lame means or other ; or if we 
001d die and loc om Lite in Lnem, that he will raiſe 
up this Lit., and we ſhait again find this fame Lite 11 the 
Reſtitution of all thir g5, 10 which will bc further gratft- 
od on Life Eternal. \When we can t14ft God fo far he- 
yond the Grave (for this 1s fur: her that we can now fee 
him) that it we ſhould die ſooner in Bs ſervice, and by 
doing his Work, for poilibly he mizht {Uifer 115 to live 
Jonger In nep ec ecting of it.) But then to hold on, and be 
Gs] perſwadecd { as to att accordingly, That it would 
be better for us, if the Wil of God {o he, than to have 
a longer Reſpir and Reprieve. Ihis in very doed ſeems 
to be tho {ſuperlative and higheſt Degreeol ail, ra the 
g1cate!t Inſtance of truſting on God, which can |: , when 
we 1: Ye not our l 1ves uniotheDeath;| zuT We are ontent- 
cd to be of the Numher of them who are i for the 
Wo dof Cod, and the Teſtimony which (ley by Id. Rev. 6. ge 
{ have heard ſome talkative Chriit1ans uſe tal- —_ 
ing Scripture-Phraſe in their Mouth, Zhi God may b 


glorifice | 
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glorified in them, mhather it s by Lifc; &- , Death,  Bnt 
a IS the 1 abour and Br, linejs, his indeed 1 Is the ic 
cell-ncy and Prailc thereof, and in truth it t> a real tuft 
on God, to undergo and ſubwir co the ſaine. "1 he Ajo- 
ſtles and firit Chriitians did juſt mention that Savin, 
but they did allo fect their Seal to It, cyen the: Scal of 
their tlood. So they were docrs ou that W ord, LILIES 
than talkers thereof. Whereas th: >[c, who now a _davs 


ſeem to be Religions, do atlio uſe Wes Saying. in their 
\ . Month, but for themſ-Ives to experience and vin 


the ſame, if an hour of Trial ſhould come, they wank 
endeavour as munch to excuſe or decline it; althou gl Þ 
be by the way of Sin, or omillion of 5;ury. Bit Caves 
me the Man that is for doing, is moſt certainly them ir 
of God, as we may gathe: from his written Word, ang 
and we allo lcarn the latio, becauſe ftich 1s the jvind of 
his Realonalyie CAICALNN'CS, WilO COINC nol nut to the 
likeneſs of God in Knowledge and Uncdertlandiny, and 
of being without tear. 54 

| might make a whole Scrmon in { Woting ang Ali fs 
ling together thoſe manitoid Scriprures { As indeed the 
are very many of them throughout the whole Hook of 
the Lord ) which explain and confirm that Great Luty 
of Truſt on God, in the ſame Scnſe and Mean; af; c- 
mentloned. As indeed the very Nature of the thing, i; 
tuch, That there can be no proper 1rult, uniels theres 
ſme Hazard, or les ming and appearing Danger and 
Difhicnlty. ur that piace of Aabakewh, 3. 17, 
18. aforecited., 1s futtcient to confirm the t: ut of this 
Obſervation. How excecding tull is the: Witolt 
Book of Pjaims 1n_ Lhe Bible "Tranllati tion cſpecial- 
iy) of Promues to this Thing of. tri ating 99 Go. 
Toe T.nri ali, wile: TONE j* 07 $27 OBBrefjied, @ Te) age 772 
T 11+ 's Of JT ont TIE Ms tY tat W 07 -Y Navg "447716 it's 1 ag 
thei: Trujt i 11 tht , Tor it Lora ar 790t 167 | ken FC H: £148 
Jerk thee, Pial. 9. 9, 10. "Bluff X15 That man ut make! 
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LL; his Truſt, and reſpeteth not the Proud, nor ſuch a 
ir afide to Lyes, Pal. 40. 4. By the latter part of which 
Verſe, we may ſee and learn, that to have reſpect unto 
Pe<r{ons, Or to give defcrenceunto Man, or to give wa 
23to Sin, or to turn aide to Falſhocd ; all this and the 
like 5 quite oppoiite and contrary unto the making the 


ford our Truſt. « Bat that that Man is bleſſed, | 


who maketh the Lord his Truſt, we haveirt not only af- 


firmed here, but almolt in every one of the' Hundred and. 


Fifty Pjalms, Eſpeclally yet more inthoſe who have the 
Title and inſcription of, A Pſalm of David. Therein is 
more ſaid hereof ( conſidering the like Quantity and 


Proportion of Words) than 1in'the Books of 4/es, or | 


in the Writings of the Prophets, Evangeliſts and' Apoſtles, 
Though all theſe alſo are ſifhciently fraught with Bleſ- 
ſings and Promiſes, made and annexed to the truſting on 
God. Why did David the ſweet Singer of Iſrael harp 
more upon that St11ng than others? For indeed hoth the 
Book. of P/abns, and aiſo the whole Book of God. and 
the Matter thereof is a well tun'd Cymbal, The reaſon 
hercof ſeems to be this, becauſe that David wrote and 
pean'd theſe P/alms, during the time he was under con- 
tinued Affliction. (Saul became David's enemy continually, 
z Sam. 15. 23.) and the Perſecution of Saul. And God 
being all along with him then (for as God was with Fe 
/erh inthe Priſon, ſo heis much, or rather more by his 
Spirit with his Servants in Trouble, than when they are 


gut of it.) By the ſame Spirit he made known unto Da- | 


wid thoſe his manifold precious Promiſes :and Truths 


concerning Trouble, Ajtiftion, and ſuch like, How we 


{ſhould behave our ſelves under it until God gives De- 
liverance, and what good things he will give to ſuch as 
have been exerciſed ther. by, to make amends for the 
evil they have had. For this very {ame Reaſon, the Pro- 
phets who have ſpoken unto us in the Name of the Lord, ar: 
fer fort for an Ex.mple of juſfering Aſfiiftion, ana of Pa- 

Es | Hence. 
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jence. The Lord God in his manifold and wonderful 
Wiſdom having on purpoſe ſuffered Aion to be laid 
on their Loins, that they might the better ſpeak forth 
in the Name of the Lord his Truths and Promiſes concern- 
izg it. The belief whereof made themſelves to be emi- 
nent Examples of Patience under it. For there Is no ſuch 


| Speaking or Preaching of any thing, as experimental 


Speaking or Preaching, when what we have ſeen with 
our Eyes, we bave looked upon, our Hands have hand- 
Id; yea yet further, what we have experienced and 
felt from within and ir ovr jelves, we declare unto ye. 
Behold we count them hay wiiich endure. Te have heard 
of the Patience of Job. jam1:55 11, who for this Cauſe 
alſo ſeems to have under;,o ic all choſe Great Sufferings, 
that he might the bettcr hereby {leak and declare true 
Words and ri2ht Words concerning thoſe ſame Suffer- 
ings, and of that 77» on the invitible God, which 1s 
proved and exerciſes th-reinz which he hath accord- 
ingly jo done. Let ns h:ar ſome of his excellent Words. 
My righteon/neſs I hold Pall, and will not let it 90; my heart 
ſhall not reproach 122 (0 long as I live. Though I ate, Iwll nor 
remove mine Integ: ity from me'; Though He (viz. God) ſlay 
me, yet will I truſt on bim. This again confirms the truth 
of what was afore- ſpoken concerning what trult on God 
means. And what {ha!l we ſay more on this Subject ? Te 
have ſeen the end of the Lord, that the Lord & very pitiful 
and of tender Mercy. By the Examplcs of David and Job, 


' both whoſe latter End was more than their Beginning 


Yea, I will add yet fur hat by the end of the Pro- 
bets who were kill'd, \ and ſawn aſunder, as they 
ſpoke 11 the Name of t ord, When we ſhall-ſee 


(which is yet to come) at'the very end and diftribu- 


tion of all things, how graciouſly and bountiſully God 
will deal with all thoſe who have ſuffered or died for 
his Name, Word or Truth ; when all the great Pro- 
miſes of <cripture ſhall be turned into = 
| an 
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and all thoſe things which he hath there Ipoken of, 
ſtall be made goo. l, verified and fulfilled ; then ir wil 
be found true and returned, That rhe Lord is very Piti, 
ful, and of tender Mercy. 
And how lirtle, yea, no Reaſon at all they had, 
who heretofore belicved not in God, and trulted not 


on his Salvation ; but when Perſecution or Tribula- . 


tion did ariſe for the Word, 2 ey were offended. For 
hath God ſaid, and hal! he ndt bring it to paſs? That 


Whatever I roubl2, Hardihip, Inconvenience -or Loſs 


any one ſhall cnCure for his ſake, or tor his word, he 
will make it up vnto them more than an handred fold, 
in the time of th< Reitirution of all things. Yes, moſt 
allaredly he ihall ; ard bl, fled are tho; e that believe , for 
there ſha!l be a irtinin Perjo-mance of thoje things which 


_ are told ns __ the Lord, This will ] De fo clearly ſeen - 
at the Diſtribution and Reſtitution of all things, that 


even the Souls of thoje very fame People who hereto- 
fore wrre offended , waen Perſecution or Tribulation 
did ariſe for the Word , will wiſh and exceedingly 
defire that they had not b:en offended, but that they 
had cleaved and ſtuck unto that ſame Word ſtili, and 
herein followed the Lamh whertherioever he gocs ; al- 
though this ſame 1 amb of God was at laſt brought to 


the Slaughter, 1a, 53. 7. For they might have _ 


nably . yea, and vainf' iIly reſt in what 1s called the 
Fooliſh Doarine, of ſuftering according to the will of | 
God, 1 Per. 4. 19. and have traſted on his ftay, ſupport 


and ini1tible Prot tion t Wn, and for thoſe future | 
good thinzs which God th not lie, hath promiſcd 


A i i "de 7 
and ref-r ved for fich. 


Kino Ac iyna, velieveſt thou the Prophets , I know that 
thaw believeſt, Acts 26. 27. So I now put you all to it, 
that ſhail hear or read theſe Lines, do you believe the 
&crintores, | know that ifome of ye do believe them, 
And to fach of ye who do believe them, I have made 

Known 
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known ſuch things from ont of the ſame Scriptures 
(which ſhall be certainly fulfilled in their Seaſon, con- 
cerning the exceeding benefit and {weetneſs of {uſter- 
ing for God and his Word, that ſome of ye may be 
in love witch >uffering, and ye could almoit wiſh and 
defire to experience , and be Pariakers thereof your 


| ſelves, whilſt you are in well-deing, as hearing his 


Word certainly 1s, or any way for the Word and Truths 
fake. But as we are nnwilling to truſt the ifſue and 
main event of a Battel, only to raw, freſh and newly 
diſciplined Souldiers, (there ſhoui'd be much teaching 
and exerciſe, before they come to real Blows and Fight- 
ing) although perhaps theſe may ſeem to ſhew more 
Hear and Forwardneſs, more Earncſtneis and Courage. 
than old Beaten Souldiers ; yet ſtill there is not ſo'mnch 


| dependance to be had on the former ſort, as on the 


latter So notwithſtanding, what warm Aﬀections or 
Willingneſs to take up, and bear the Croſ*, may ariſe 
in your Minds, yet 1 freely declare, that I ſhould he 
loth to truſt to your ſtanding unto it, If once Con- 
[tables or Officers were coming, to diiratl> this Aſſembly : 
For when once the Shepherd is ſmitten, or begun to be 
imitten, the Sheep will be ſoon ſcattered. [ have troaden 


| the Wine- Preſs alone, and of the People there was none with 


me, Ia. 63. 3. ſaid the Captain of our Salvation. For 
when once they begin to be broken. and the Sparkles 
of Blood to fly, then the People will be ſure to keep 
tar enough off. | 

According to the Rules and DireCtions of God's 
written Word, and according to the Examples of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, ,whoſ: Behaviour was when they 
were diſturbed and interrupted in their Aſſembling 
of themſelves together, they did not for all thar, refrain 
or negleC& the aſſembling of themſelves together , al- 
chongh they did not aft by way of Violence or ont= 


ward Noiſe or Confuſion ; ſo ye ought to ſtand to it 
{till : 
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ſtill: Although after all that can be faid to perſina 


are like the Children of Ephraim, who being harneſſed 


and carrying Bows, turned themſelves back in the dy 
of Battel. 


f 


ould 
ye unto it; yet ſeveral Hearers at ſuch a time of Trial r : 
1 rl 
een | 
remb 


As God faith in 1/aiah ( which is to be underſtogl"* 
of Chriſt and his Miniſters) Behold, I have made thegW® © 


Witneſs, and a Leader unto the People : So in a day of ſuch | 
1 


kind of Battel or Trial, the Miniſters and Preacher 
of the Word, are the Captains and Leaders who firf 
ſtand in the Brunt ; for common]y the Perſecution firf 
begins with, and is levelled againit them. 

My God who hath trained and exerciſed me on hy 
little and little, hath now ar length taught and infſtry. 
ted me how to behavejſmy ſelf, even by Preaching in 
P7ijon (ſee 1 Pet. 3. 19.) (which I did not rnderſtand 
ſo well at firit, as I have done more lately : But by 
my former Ignorance of this kind, I have loſt ground, 
and I have not gained ſo much by Suffering as 1 might 
have done) and by ſpeaking out, ard proclaiming the 
very ſame Words in Priſon, for which 1 have been 
impriſoned, Day after Day, and Night after Night, 
and by laying before them, and mentioning unto them, 
the exceeding finfulneis, unreaſonablzneſs, and dan- 
ger thereof, as to futuritcy, which my Perſecutors ſub- 
ject themiclves unto, in dealing thus injuriouſly, and 
opreſlively, and cruelly with me, only for my opening 
and alledging ſuch and ſuch things out of the Scrip- 
rnres, the Law of the Moſt High God ; that I hope 
by this time, the Sinners and Tranſgreffors are ſome- 

what afraid, lelt they ſhould be tormented yet more, 
when the time of their Pnniſhment, and the day of cheir 
Calamity is come; ſo that my Perſecutors are well nigh 
- v*earied out ( for ſoinetimes even their Hearts and 

ſciences do recoyl within them) to put me much 
ore, or hold me Jong ia Priſon; fo that I hoped I 


ſhould 


ſe v! 
ere 
Mm 


ſudg 
Faith 
trem 
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mould have truſted on God in a way of Duty. I have 
riatſe 2 mighty and powerful effe& ct this my Preaching 
ſed Priſon : When the Goaler or Meſſenger's Wife hath 
eqn ſent to interrupt and forbid me in it, ſhe hath 
rembled like an Aſpen Leaf ; and I have thereupon 
immediately acked her the cauſe of her fear, for ſhe 
he as a0ured beforehand, that I would not fight, nor | 
ſuck iſe violence : ' ut an inward Rebuke of God in the 
here joul and Conſcience , as alſo an Apprehenſion that 
frg ſihere will be a Calling for, and an Hearing of the 
firſ ame things over again, When the great Day of his 
ſudgment is come , will make any one that hath the 
by faith and Knowledge thereof ( as ſhe had ſome) to 
ry. [tremble like the Leaves of the Forrelt ; eſpecially, 
in [00en tzey do ſuch things to obey Man, which .in 
1nd jury to the Great God over all, they ought not to 

0. 
o Pl:{ſzd be God for 1t, this Scripture hath been lit- 
he [terally fulfilled in me, The Month of the Upright ſhall 
he | delvver kim, Prov. 12. 6. For my Month, whilſt I was in 
n | frifon , only by ſpeaking words of Uprightneſs and 
+ | Truth, hath cauſed, yea, and commanded Deliverance 
"| for me. And fo I who underſtood this much, and al- 
ſol who had experienced ſo much of the Divine Good- 
\. | heſs, Protection and Deliverance herein z ior I am now 
4 | become an O1d Souldier, whoſe Talent lies in Suffering, 
; 


and rot in outward Fignting z. or rather in Fighting 
with the Sword of my Mouth, than with any oucward 
Weanon 3 for I handle not Sword, Pike or Spear, but 
only the Pen of aready Writer; I hope I ſhould hare 
committed my Soul unto God in well-doing (which 
the Preaching and Minittry of the Word 1s) as uato a 
faithful Creator, not truiting in my ſelf (Remembring 
well the Story of that Boaſting Pſendo Martyr in Qnee1 
Mary's Days) but in God who giveth ſtrength and power 
unto {/racl ; and who wouid 7 the day T ſoonld cry unte 

2008 


(223 
him for tt ,, ſirencthen me with ſtrength in my Soul 
Pfal. 138. 3. Who hath delivered us already from Fiy, 
Trovhlcs, and doth duliver, in whom we truſt tha 
he will yer deliver us. 


3aly, In thoſe who when Perſecution or Trihbula- 
tion ariſeth for the Word1, are offended, there is an- 
other thing wanting ; and fo their Souls are not ſt 
in order hefore they dic. That is, they want the 
fear of God. And of whom haſt thou been afraid, or 


feared, that thou haſt lied, and haſt not rememb: ed m, ( 


or laid it to thy heart. tHave not T held my Feace even 
of ola, and thou fearcft me not, Wa. 57. 11. The Holy 
Ghoſt hereby intimating, that ſuch who are afraidof 
Man, ſo that they do lie, or diflemble, or commit 


any other ſin for to pleaſe and comply with Man, 


whoſe Rewards and Puniſhments are preſent and yi- 
tiviez but they do not remember God, nor lay it to 
H.art; that 1s, think throughly and deeply of him, 
Fecauſe God keeps filence, and holds his Peace now, 


all rhis is becauſe they fear not God. 7, even 1, an 


he ti.at comforteth you : Who ait thou that thou ſhouldeſt 
be ajraid of Man that fhall ai, ad of the Son of Man 
which fball be made 4s (Graſs? awd forgetreſt the Lord 


thy M ker, that hath ſtretched forih the Heavens, and \ 
laid the Foundations of the Earth, and lat feared con-| 
riecially, beeanſe of the fury of the Opprefſor, as if. he were] 


Iſa. $r.15,14. Periecution or Tribulation, conjd ne- 


ver ave its dehigned Effect, which the Devil intends] 
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; ſtumbling Block, and occaſion of falling, in the way 


[of thoſe who are Perfecnted , as by commirting of 


fin, putting forth their Hands unto Inquity, con- 
fencing with che Deed of them, partaking with their 
Perſecutors Sins, or ſuch like, Bur if in all theſe, 
zod che like caſes and inltaiices of Trial and Temp- 
tation, People did not tear neither the Perſons of 


{the Oppreflors and Ferſecutors themſelves, nor yet 


thar preſence Evil aud Taconvenience they would lay 
upon them, than as Chrilt Jeſus their Forerunaer, 
(who in that himſelf hat» ſuff:rcd, being tempred, he is 


j |alſo able to ſuccour them that are tempried)ſaid upon an- 


other nor much unlike Occaſion; lnafmuch as every Per- 

fcurionis a temptation : Thet r1»ce of this W rid cometh, 
- | aſs 

ad findeth nothing um me © S0 although the Devil is com- 


ling to raiſe a ſtor of Perſecution, AtHi&t.on and 
JIribulation againſt us, by tuch of cur Fellow-Crea- 


tures, his incarnate Inſtruments, yet feeing we know 
and are provided, and our Minds are armed before- 
hand againſt the worlt h. or they can do, let him 
be never ſo wroth and go cut to make war with 
the Remnant of the Seed which key the Came 
mandments of God. aud particularly cha his Come 
mandment in Att 4. 19. 'ie omwght to Veark'h wnto, 
aud cbey God m re than Nan; and fo we onghe to 
fear God more than Man, according to [ abs I2. 4, 
r As long as we have this inward Grace and Know- 
ledge, this Strength and Refolution of Sul, which 
1s to hav the Tettimony of Telus Ch:ift, here it 1s im- 


. poſſible that rhe D-vil thoull overcume them, or At 


leaſt nor totally and finally. 


The Rnowledye and Wiſdom of God in the Scri- 
fures . goes to the very bottom and R:ajon of 
hings 3 whereupon it may be obſerved, that the 
xortation which therein is given, to confirm the 
ouls ot tlc Diſciples and Servants ofFChrif, conchs 


ig 


; ( 24 ) i 
ing this matter, that through much Tribulation they 
muſt enter into the Ringdom of God z I fay, alj| 9" 
that Exhortation runs and ſpeaks on this wiſe, name. | V 
ly, that we ſhould fear God more, and fear Man leſs.| W 
This is the drift and deſign of thoſe two great] M 
Places in [ſata 51. 13. and 57: 11. as alſo ot that la 
Cemmand of Chrift, in Z#ke 12. 4. 5. Mind diligent.| it 
ly what exccllent Reaſoning an4 Truth, is conched| P3 
and contained in thoſe Words, !/! ho arr thow, tha Ul 
thou ſhouldeſt be afraid of Man that ſha l dic? and of | Þ 
the Son of Man, which ſha'l be wade as (raſs Do but] £2 
ſee him, and narrowly look upon him. Is not Map| OV 
a weak frail Lump of Clay , juſt enlivened ? 2nd thi 
what a fluid and uncertain perifhing thing , is that| <0! 
puff of Breath which is in his Noftrils ? Think| W! 
throughly hereof, and rhen tell me, is this poor! 
thing of Dying Man, a fit Ovje&t to make thee or 
any one to tremble, or thy H-art to fhake ? when 
perhaps, yea probably ( for this is often the caſe 
of Perſecutors) himſcli exembles, and his Heart fhakes 
at the apprehenſion of what God will do unco hit 
Soul, when his Body ſhall drop as. a Carcaſe int, 
the Earth? Is this little and dying Man more to þ 
pleated, than the Great and Ever-living God ? in n 
wiſe, far be it irom us. Ye do all now aſlent at th 
Hearing thereof, but they only do ſabour and endez: 
your to pleaſe God more thin Man, who fear him} *P 
and think on his Name. - 
er thom who commit Sin, or omit Duty to plea © 
ſuch a Rich Man, or the like, take a Shovel 0 | 
Spade, and go-to the Grave of that Perſon afcer h _ 
is dead (in caſe the other ſurvives him) and ag 
there, to behold his Corps, and ſee what an ugly med; -* 
Iy of Stink, Corruption and Bones he made his Idol 
ro pleaſe, whil? it was in Life, A ſinſul and ungrateful _ 
Vretich , that Þ ſhould cyer diſplcaſe' rhe Gloriou! ® ; 
; and N&* 


Li 
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ind Immortal God for to plcaſe, gratifie, or corhply 
with ſuch a little, vile and ugly Lump astnis 1s, Orif 
we do but ſee and narrowly look vpon, and conſider 
Man, as he lies upon'his Dying-Bed, gaſping for the 
laſt breath, almoſt choaked with Fles; 1113, and when the 
ſhadow of Death fits upen his Eye-lids, coughing and 
panting, and groaning, and tetching bis Breath jhort,, 
till he breaths out the very laſt. -And furely then ſuch 
mult be aſhamed that ever 'made Man his Defence: (who 
cannot preſerve and deliver his own Soul from Hying 
out) or who topleale, gratifie, comply with, or to ger 


| the favour and good Will of this dying Creature, hath 
contracted ſin and guilt in his Conſcience, incurred the 


wrath and diſpleaſure of the Lord God, which will re. 
main and abide on the guilty Sonl, when all the gifts 


{ and benefits had from Man do periſh with him, "and 


come to an utter and fearful End. This is certa' n, the 


| more one knows of God, and of his infinite exceeding 


Greatneſs; All Nations before him (taken all together 
and much more fo, then is a ſingle Perſon) are as Graſs 
hoppers : The more we know or conlider of this, the 
leſs regard or reſpect we have unto Man. And there- 
fore it is obſervable, that when th? Prophet ſpeaks of 
the fear of the Lord, and of the glory of the Lord 
when he ariſeth to ſhake ter ribly the Earth, it is thore= 
upon immediately ſtbjoyr'd, C eaſe ye from Man mhoje 
Breath 15 in bys Noſtrils, for wh ercinis he to be accourttd 9/8 
Ifa. 2. 21, 22. intimating thereby, as if we ſounld dravs 
ol utterly, and quite abflra& trom Man, in: order 70 
better apprehend and know the Greatneſs and Glory ct 
| God. As alfo his Spirit doth here tacitely yeprove that 
| Deference and over Eſtimation which hath been given. 
|-unto Man in former Generations, and continnes at this 


o 2a 1 ſpeak to your ſhame, for ſome have nct the 


1,4 knowledge of God. Butnow in the later days, vo 


F 


near drawing on, when the Lord ariicth to ſhake te 
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bly the Earth, people will then know better, that the 


Lord alone may be exalted in that day. 
Man who hath abounded in Riches or Power, hath 
heretofore been much ſet by and accounted ot by a par. 
cel of their Fellow-Creatures. But this was their Ig- 
norance; for the Riches, Power or Authority were not 
Man's but God's, even at that very time, altho'worldly 
People do not diſcern as much. And alfo there is {6 
very little of intrinſick Good in worldly Riches, Ho- 
nour and Rule, that even thereupon alſo Man is not to 
be accounted of. Chriſt will at length put down all Rule, 
and Authority, and Power, according to what is written, 
T Cor. 15. 24. notwithſtanding now a days people make 
ſuch a ſtir and contention about it in the World. 

This 1s certain again, That the more like to God and 
to Chriſt any one is (this ts true Religion to imitate 
him whom thou worſhippeſt, ſaid one of the Antients) 
The leſs Regard or Reſpect he hats to the Perſon of Men. 
And ſuch bave not the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chri$, the 
Lord of Glery with Reſpett of Perſons. James 2.11. which 


Title, the Lord of Gloxy, 1s moſt appoſitely, and proper- | 


ly there *put, becauſe ſuch of his faithful People who 
diſcern the Glory of Chriſt, that ſo infinitely much ex- 
celleth, will not much value any Glory of Men. It1s 
thus written of Almighty God, Ze accepteth not the Per- 
fon of Men, nor regararth the Rich more than the Poor, for 
they are all the work, of his hands, Job 34 19. and of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; Maſter, we krow that thou art true, and 
reaches the way of God in truth, for thou regardeſt not the 
Perſon of men. Mat. 22. 16. Let this mind be in you, 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus, who did not regard the Per- 
ſons of Mc:n ; That is, he wonld not commit Sin, nor 
neglect his Father's Buſineſs for rhe ſake of them. E- 
very one may, yea they ought ſo far not to regard the 
Perſons of Men, as not to conſent untoSin or Evil out 


of Reſpect unto, or to pleaſe Men; nor yet to negle& 
x Duty] 


That thoy gh | 


| 


| "97 
[Puty, and in all things pertaining to God, 20 do's we 
[uſed to do aforetime. Dan. 6. 10, according as his written 


Word, and the Dictates of our Conſcience being guid- 
ed thereby, do inſtruct us. Let men give what Com- 
mandments, Orders, or Forbiddings they will in Mat- 
ters pertaining to Religion, in and amidſt all theſe, the 
Ifrael, that is, the true People of God know what they 
have to do. 

To preach againſt having Reſpect of Perſons, or 1do- 
lizing Man ts not improper and unſeaſonable, as the 
World ſtands atthis Day. 

For in the Souls of ſuch who have the Faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt with Reſpect of Perſons, or who have reſpect of 
Perſons, there SO wanting, viz. That God-like 
Mind, and Chrilt-like Mind, as not to accept Perſons, 
nor regard the Rich more than the Poor, for they are all 
the work of his hands; for they are all Creatures of the 
fame God. But this is one of the moſt abounding and 
ſpreading Sins of this Age and Nation» to reſpect Per- 
ſons and idolize Man, which 1s crept in among the Re- 
ligious alſo, to the Shame and Scandal of their Holy 
Profeſſion, and of their High and Heavenly Calling in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; For almoſt all the Talk and Converſation 
abroad in the World, which the Underlings have with 
their Superiors, the Subſtantial and Rich People, com- 
monly called Gentlefolks, is to ſay as they ſay, and as 
they would have it, although it be in them to flatter, lye, 
and fain. It continues to be fulfilled at this day, {ey 
ſpeak, vanity every one with his Neighbour. (Doth not al- 
moſt all the Talk and Converſation abroad in the World 
amount. to mnch more than Vanity) with flattrering hps, 
and with a double heart do they ſpeak, Pal. 12. 2. in the 
Margent there; for a double heart, is, an heart and an 
heart ; That is,” one heart in one ſort of Company, and 
another in another. But what doth all this tend unto ? 


Or what vill be the hurt and ill conſequent of it. Ir is ſo 
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much Sin in the mean-while, and will be puniſhment 
hereafter, according to what the Spirit of Truth faith, 
dT he Lo-d ſhall wh off all flattering lips, and the tongue that 
ſpeakerh proud things. Ver. 3. | 

As it was ſaid, the more any one knows of God, and 
the more like any one 1s unto God, the leſs regard he 
hath to Man ; So this ſtands upon Reaſon, tor the Leſs 
malt give way unto, and be ſwallowed up oy the Great- 
'&r. Orethat is afraid of the roaring and devouring of 
a Lion, is not altogether ſo much atraid of the hymming 
. of a Stinging Bee ; And fo one who is atraid to ſtand in 
the Month of, and then to hear the Report of a Cannon 
toaden with Powder and deadly Bullet, yet he 1s not al- 
together {o much afraid of a Popgun. Even ſo it 1s here, 
ſhould nor his Excellency, make us afrafd? ' Should not 
the infinitely exceeding Greatneſs of God over Man make 
us much more fear God than Man; and fn accordingly 
all they do-as much fear him proportionably, whoknow 
and apprehend him by Falth. : — 
But fay what thouwilt on thts Subject, here is one Ob 
zeCtion againſt it ft1]l, for it is evident, that the Gene- 
rality of People fear Man more than God, becauſe the 
Puniſhment of Man is preſent and ſenfible, but the wrath 
of God is future and- inviſible, Indeed the wrath of 
God in this Life is intelligiþle, and a little ſenſible and 
perceivable ; but people do make a ſhifr to harden'and 
render themſelves inſenſate againſt it, Nevertheleſs, 
conſider the thing throughly, take the wrath of God as 
It wiil be in the length, ſcycrity, and duration thereof, 
and then it is as much more to be feared than. the Wrath 
and Diſpleaſure of Man, whoſe Fury ſoon vaniſheth: 1n- 
© nothing, and the utmoſt he can do is 70 kill the Body, 
which is only to break the Husk or Shell, but not to 
touch the Man himſelf ) as the vaſt Fabrick of the World 
doth exceed in Dimenion the Pujk of one ſingle Man. 
When the Soul thall depart irom the Body, then the 
; judgment. 
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judgment written, Pſal, 249. 9. to be executed the vials 
of wrath will be then poured cut. Then is it that 


| the Souls of the Sinners and of the Guilty, will have a 


more terrible and laſting apprehenſion of the dreadful 
Majeſty and Preſence of God in coming near to them in 
judgment. Mal. 4. 5. and Puniſhment than the 1ſraclires 
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had of the appearance of his Angel on Mount Sinai, 
or as the conſternation and fear weare now.in amidlt the 
moſt dreadtul Thunder and Lightning, in an horrible 
Tempeſt or Earthquake. For then the Soul will be 
Magor mifſabib,Terrour round about, all ſhiveriug and ex- 
ceeding trembling and quaking 3 when alſo the torment- 
ing Patl;ons ſhall be ſtretched out to the utmoſt, and ſhe 
will fear as much as1s polible to fear. What ſhall I ſay 
more? Even this, The more we fear God in this Lite, 
the leſs we ſhall ſlaviſhly fear him in that which 1s to 


come, with that kind of fear which gendreth Bondage ; 
which only w;ll be the Portion of the Sinners, Wicked, 
and Ungouly - Upon whom he ſhall rain ſnares, fire and 
brimſtone,. and an horrible tempeſt ; This ſhall be the partion 
of their Cup. Pal. 12.6, And we cannot ear God greatly, 
in this Life, as Cvadiah did, That is, above ard more 
than ali things beſides, unleſs we know and apprehend 
him by Faith, Ard this zs the vitto: y that overcometh the 
World, even your faith. x John 5. 4. This is the very 
Reaſon why fome Ele&t People (The Lord add unto 
them how few ſoever they be, an hundred fold) do fear 
God mores, than Man, even their Faith ; for ſuch be- 


| leve, that he is the Great Law-giver, able to ſave and 


todeſtroy, that as he doth good, ſo he can puniſh. 
That he can,.and allo will, where he hath threatned fo, 
inflict worſe, ar:d more. terrible, and evil things, than 
what Man now dath in his utmolt rage and malice, Zur 
1 will forewarn you, whom you ſhall fear ; Fear him which af= 
Fer be hath killed, hath power to caſt iato: Hell; Tea, T jay 
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unto you, fear him, So 1 fay again, and teſtify the ſame 
over and over, fear God more, and fear Manleſs ; and 
then ye will not be of that kind of Hearers, who when E. 
Afﬀfiiction or Perſecution ariſeth for the Words ſake 8 
immediately they are offended : Which Temper and 
Diſpolition the Lord having ſhewed unto me by his/ 
Spirit, tnat molt People are of; accordingly he hath 
dire&ed, and put the foregoing Words into my Mouth, 
to fill and mak? up what 1s yet lacking and wanting 
in them, even the inward qualifications of Boldneſs, 
and Trult on God, the Spirit of Knowledge, and the 
fear of the Lord. Let therefore the Spirit of the Lord 
reſt upon #5, and let himſelf give unto us the Spirit of 
Wiſdom and naderſtanding (whereby we ſhall be enabled 
to truſt on him ) the Spirie of Connfe! and of might 
(therein 15 included Courage and Boldneſs) the Spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord, Repent and | 
do tie firit Works, that none of thoſe things afore- | 
ſpoken oi, be found wanting ina ye, leſt your Souls be | 
not ſer in order beiore ye die, and they go out of | 
theſe .odtes, as to which the time approacheth near, 

and 1s juſt at. hand. 
As for my part, rather than go out all my Days in 
a courſe of Perfnnftory outward Worſhip, or World- 
ly Protperity, I had rather be ranked among the number | 
ot thoſ: to whom Carilt ſhall ſay art the laſt Day, Te 
are they wich hauc continued with me in my Tcmptations, 
and I appoint to you a Kingdom, as my Father hath appoint- 
ed to me, Liik2 22,28, 29, And I would to God, that 
your {inds have been worked into ſuch a good and re- } 
ſolved frame, by the things that have been ſpoken unto 
you out of the Book of the Lord, that ye will alfo a- 
vouch your ſelves unto Chriſt, who is the word ,. (ſo 
that he who doth it for the Words ſake, doth it for 
Chriſt's ſake.) Lord, 1 am ready to co with thee, botn into 
Priſon, and to Death, Ver. 33. And then there 15 apy 
an 
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and well-groundcd Hope, if this firm, conſtant mind 


[he in you ; (for Perer who ſaid and boaſted this, his 


Faith did fail, and himſelf did flag and deny, when 
jt came to an upſhot and Trial) that ſuch Men and Wor 


[men, who are willing to continue with Chriſt in his Tempta- 
tions (it 18 ſaid in the Plural Number, for the manifold 


kind of them) will inherit the Kingdom which he hath 


appointed. It is better (if the will of God be to ſuf- 
fer it ſo far) to die in a Priſon upon a Bed of Straw, 
and from thence go to Heaven, than to be cloathed in 
Purple and Fine Linmen, and to fare ſumptuouſly every 
day, Luke 16. 19. or to die on a Damask Bed in a Pa. 
hace, and to go to Hell. 
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